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General Guidance around Gatherings (non-household familial) Indoors and Outdoors 

As COVID-19 continues to impact community members from all ages and backgrounds, the Lancaster 
Board of Health developed this document as a guide when considering event planning during the 
ongoing pandemic.   

The guidelines from the state and federal government are minimum guidelines put in place to protect 
public health.  In the past months, it has become clear that despite access to free vaccinations and 
several very effective vaccine choices that have been thoroughly tested, we still have both vaccinated 
persons and unvaccinated persons becoming infected and transmitting this highly contagious and  
deadly virus.  Thankfully, many people who are fully vaccinated will experience a much-reduced COVID 
infection. 

Due to the fact that we are approximately 24 months into this continued global COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Lancaster Board of Health is suggesting additional precautions when gathering with persons outside 
your immediate household or other gatherings. 

Indoor Recommendations:   

     Things to consider, who will be gathering: (vaccinated/unvaccinated, immunocompromised, elderly 
or unable to vaccinate) 

      Group Size:  reduced group sizes are always a sensible precaution to reduce risk of infection 

      Precautions: Indoor precautions include minimizing time indoors which helps reduce risk of 
transmission.  If the activity involves eating, masking except while eating or drinking. Indoors 
attempting to increase air circulation, make accommodations for room size and space limitations 
of indoor activity.  Provide options for outdoor options to lessen transmission. 
      Best Practice:  Be clear of your intent to have participants mask at your event.   Notify event 
participants in writing prior to the event that masking will be required for all participants at the event.  
Have extra masks available on the day of your event in case someone has lost or forgotten their face 
covering.  Frequent hand washing is still an excellent precaution especially prior to consuming any food.  
In the event that soap and water is not available, hand sanitizer is a suitable alternative.  

 

Outdoor Recommendations: 

    Things to consider:  Intended audience and their health/immunization status. 

    Group size:  Can the event be staged to reduce participants coming all at once, staggered entry times. 



Precautions/Recommendations:  The CDC recommends that when large numbers of people gather, they 
follow the guidelines below 

      

Current Town Mandate:  See * for current complete mandate 

Summary:  All persons over 2 years of age are required to wear a face covering in public buildings 
regardless of vaccination status (Effective September 8, 2021, at 7am).  This mandate is still in place as 
of the writing of this document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


